1. WHO, WHAT, WHY?
Man is not born merely in order to eat and sleep, earn his livelihood,
spend his time in frivolous, pursuit of fun and enjoyment. He is not born
in order to make merry and fritter away his life in idle pursuits. No
man's advent on earth has an obscure aim. There is a more meaningful
purpose, a more profound journey for man. He is here in order to realize
the Highest Truth, the Greatest Wisdom. In fact, the entire life span of
man should be search for the Truth, the quest of- "Who am I? What
am I? Why am I?" These are the questions that fill the mind of every
self-enquiring man and woman. Some time during his progress from the
cradle to the grave, man begins to have at least a glimmering of the
Truth.
When a child is born, it does not smile or rejoice. No, it cries. Its
plaintive cries are proof of the fact that the child loathes to come into
this harsh world. Can we not infer then that the child has left a much
better realm, a happier and more charming place, in order to be born
into this materialistic world? Why? Why is the child born? Did he ask to
be born or is the reason some inexplicable law of the universe?
Again, why are some babies born into rich, highly educated families,
and their unfortunate companions into miserable slums? Is it by a merely
random selection or is there a law regarding their births? Then too, why
is a child born to a particular set of parents? Was there a previous bond
between them? Talking of'previous bonds', has he had a previous birth?
Does a person have just one birth or does he have many? What happens
after death? Is there life after? Is there a rebirth? Are birth and death
just accidental or incidental occurrences, or is there a law of the universe
governing them and creating a chain? In fact, how did life occur? How
did the universe, how did life first come into being? How were all living
things created? Did it all just happen accidentally, did it happen
scientifically, and can we attribute it all to a Higher Force? If the last is
true, who or what is this Higher Force? Is it not a benevolent one, and
not malevolent? Has it a form or is it formless? So many points are
there to ponder. Are we content to merely sit back and lead the lives of
just eaters, or do we wish to enquire, seek to discover the truth relating
to our questions?